
Boolean 
Operators 

Learning Objective: Students will employ Boolean operators appro-

priately to broaden or narrow their search and locate sources suitable 

for their research needs. 

 Threshold Concept: “Searching is strategic.” 

“Low Tech” “High Tech” 
 Each group is presented with a paper bag. Inside are: 

 A Venn diagram related to one Boolean operator 

 A variety of somewhat related items (e.g., things stu-

dents typically carry in their backpacks) 

 Working together, students categorize the items according 

to any criteria they choose. 

 Students arrange the items on desk or floor into an approxi-

mation of the Venn diagram—thus illustrating the relation-

ship between concepts representing the functioning of the 

Boolean operators.  

 Each group is presented with a “Prezi” featuring: 

 A Venn diagram related to one Boolean operator 

 A scattering of somewhat related images (e.g., images 

of places on campus) 

 Working together, students categorize the images according 

to any criteria they choose. 

 Students drag-and-drop images to arrange them into an ap-

proximation of the Venn diagram—thus illustrating the rela-

tionship between concepts representing the functioning of 

the Boolean operators.  


